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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
United Way Campaign Reaches Goal
Annual Campaign at 100%
Findlay, OH – The United Way of Hancock County announced at its board meeting on Thurs., Jan. 28 that it has met its fundraising goal for 2009. 

Paul Kramer, campaign chair for the second year in a row, said “We have good news for Hancock County. We have reached and slightly exceeded our $2.5 million dollar goal for 2009. I am pleased to announce that the community’s fundraising efforts have resulted in raising $2,502,130 or 100.09% of goal. It has been an honor and privilege to bear witness to the hard work of the United Way staff, campaign division chairs and volunteers in the community. This has been an incredible feat for such difficult economic times.” 

The funds raised are used to financially support programs that address education, health and income challenges in Hancock County. This goal is based on the estimated needs from United Way’s partner agencies and the amount believed to be available from the community. 

Dave Craig, board chair, said in response, “it is apparent that the consistency in volunteer campaign leadership has certainly helped in raising these much needed funds. Thank you to Paul and his campaign team for taking on a second year as the leadership for this effort.”

Keith DuVernay, United Way CEO & President, was pleased with the success. “Having spent some time two weeks ago with nearly 200 other United Way executives, I can say that our success is phenomenal in comparison to other similar United Ways across the country. Hancock County has truly stepped and they deserve our thanks. We look forward to reporting back to them how their investment is improving lives,” he said.
This year’s final division results are as follows:
Commercial $65,340 

Corporate  $1,962,050 

Education $59,629 

Finance, Insurance & Real Estate $105,903 

Health $119,592 

Mercantile  $37,144 

Professional  $29,078 

Public $53,619 

Retirees and Independently Employed $48,418 

Rural $21,357 

The funds will be distributed to programs and services through grants that are reviewed by local citizens who serve on the volunteer Community Solutions Committee during the 2010 grant cycle. Partner agencies that are eligible to apply for funding include: American Red Cross-Hancock County Chapter, Boy Scouts of America-Black Swamp Area Council, Voices for Children (CASA/GAL of Hancock County), Camp Fire USA Northwest Ohio Council, Community Action Commission, Century Health, Cancer Patient Services, Children’s Mentoring Connection, Dental Center of Northwest Ohio, Family Resource Centers, Findlay Family YMCA, Girl Scouts of Appleseed Ridge, Hope House for the Homeless, Kidney Foundation of Northwest Ohio, Open Arms Domestic Violence & Rape Crisis Services, Salvation Army, and West Ohio Food Bank. For more information or to serve on the Community Solutions Committee, contact the United Way office at 419-423-1432.
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